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Still Bill

Dirs. Damani Baker and Alex Vlack.  2009. N/R. 76mins. Documentary.

“The fame game was kicking my ass,” says Bill  Withers in this fascinating doc, concisely
explaining a quarter-century absence from the limelight. Still Bill gives the onetime R&B
superstar ample space to air his tough yet warmhearted worldview, and to demonstrate its
daily application: We see Withers, a childhood stutterer, tear up as he addresses children
struggling with the same issue. Elsewhere, the singer patiently assists his vocalist daughter
with a recording session, further illustrating an achievement that rivals his stunning catalog
—walking away from fame with his humanity intact.—Hank Shteamer
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Posted by patty p  on Wed, Mar 31, at 08:46pm

where is the movie playing. I love Bill Withers, had not heard of this flick.
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Excellent film.
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Still Bill  (2009)

Director: Damani Baker, Alex Vlack

Movie review
From Time Out Online

‘Chill  Bill’,  more like. This documentary on the early and
latter years of laid-back soulster Bill  Withers is quite an
eye opener, not least for the 70-year-old singer-
songwriter’s wise philosophical musings – his opinions
on the music industry, then and now, could not be more
on the mark – and general air of contentment. The
writer of ‘Ain’t No Sunshine’ rose from aircraft toilet
installer to instant pop star in the blink of an eye, and
this eloquent film aptly captures it all  in absorbing detail,
with amazing performance footage, a few old TV
interviews and several enlightening moments with
family members and fellow contemporaries. Love it.

Author:  Derek Adams
Time Out Online London Film Festival 2009
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Still Bill (2009)

Andrew Zuckerman/B-Side

Bill Withers in a scene from the documentary “Still Bill.”

A Singer Who Stopped His Showing Off
By MIKE HALE
Published: January 27, 2010

Offstage Bill Withers, the eternal hero of karaoke baritones, exhibits

the same gift for aphorism and general soulfulness that informed hit

songs like “Lean on Me” and “Ain’t No Sunshine.” This makes much

of the biographical documentary “Still Bill” pleasant and even

moving. Looking out the window of a car, pondering his place in the

culture, Mr. Withers says: “I think I’m kind of like pennies. You have

’em in your pocket but you don’t remember they’re there.”

Another pleasure of this film by Damani Baker and Alex

Vlack is the opportunity to hear less familiar Withers

songs like “Grandma’s Hands” and “I Don’t Know.” But

the documentary is less about music than it is about

roots (the camera follows Mr. Withers on a visit to his

hometown, Slab Fork, W.Va.) and, especially, fame, or

the ability to do without it. Mr. Withers, who became a

star in 1971 when he was in his early 30s, has not made
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January 28th, 2010 9:44 pm Rating:     
3.

Recommend Recommended by 1 Readers

Do Not Miss

I also saw this movie early on and was lucky enough to also get to participate in a Q and A with

Withers and the filmmakers afterwards. Bill Withers, besides being of course one of our great

songwriters, is an amazingly kind, thoughtful, and funny man. Baker and Vlack have made a

wonderful film about a fascinating man. Despite occasional missteps, the film is ultimately a

wonderful statement on self-acceptance, friendship, and aging gracefully.

– herbie, LA, CA

January 28th, 2010 9:40 pm Rating:     
2. Refreshing Outlook

For those who've followed Mr. Withers' career, he certainly has always remained the same guy, at

least from a public point of view. The film does him great justice, though I agree w/ the reviewer's

opinion that it lags in the 2 spots identified. It's at it's best when Bill is being Bill. For those tripping

across this review and uninitiated to his music, his whole catalogue pre-1975 on Sussex records

(long bought out by Columbia) can't be recommended highly enough. "I Don't Know" is about as

good as music gets. Real stuff.

star in 1971 when he was in his early 30s, has not made

an album since 1985. “I sit there, I watch other people

show off and I say, man, I used to want to show off,” he

says. “If I could just get, you know, moved to. I need a

little injection in my showin’ off gland.”

A dialogue among Mr. Withers, the scholar Cornel West

and the television host Tavis Smiley feels forced, and a

20-minute stretch in the studio as he works on new

songs with his daughter, Kori, and the singer-

songwriter Raul Midon is a momentum-killer. But it’s

worth waiting for him just to talk.

“It’s O.K. to head out for wonderful, but on your way to

wonderful you’re going to have to pass through all

right,” he says. “And when you get to all right, take a

good look around and get used to it because that may

be as far as you’re going to go.”

STILL BILL

Opens on Wednesday in Manhattan.

Directed by Damani Baker and Alex Vlack; directors of

photography, Jon Fine, Mr. Baker and Edward Marritz;

edited by Mr. Fine and Sakae Ishikawa; produced by

Mr. Baker, Mr. Vlack and Mr. Fine; released by B-Side. At the IFC Center, 323 Avenue of

the Americas, at Third Street, Greenwich Village. Running time: 1 hour 18 minutes. This

film is not rated.
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